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July 24, 2025

Regulatory Counsel

State Board of Nursing

P.O. Box 69523

Harrisburg, PA 17106-9523,

re.: 16A-5145 (CRNA}
To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of the Pennsylvania Association of Nurse Anesthetists (PANA), which represents
approximately 4,000 certified registered nurse anesthetists:(CRNAs) and student registered
nurse anesthetists (SRNAs) in the commonwealth, 1 write in support of the State Board of
Nursing's proposed rutemaking, which fully recognizes and licenses CRNAs as.intended
underAct 60 of 2021. The rulemaking solidifies the.scope of practice for these highly
trained, advanced professionals to administer anesthesia in cooperation with and under
the overall direction of licensed physicians, podiatrists, and dentists, while setting

licensing fees and certification standards.

These regulations will have an immediate impact on Pennsylvariia and how anesthésia is
delivered in the commonweaith. GR_NAS_are-recog_niZed'asthe' hands-on providers of
anesthesia care, practicing in every setting where-a nesthesia is administered, including
hospital operating and delivety rooms; ambutatory surgical centers; the offices of
physicians, dentists, podiatrists, ophthalmologists, and plastic surgeons; and pain
management ceriters. CRNAs deliver exceptional care to patients who rely on them during
their most vulnerable moments.

Administering anesthetics when and where patients need it most, the.unique expertise of
CRNAs helps to strengthen our health-care deélivery model and ensure communities stay
healthy and safe through access to high-quality care. For example, CRNAs — not physician
anesthesiologists.—remainthe _prim‘a‘ry providers of anesthesia care in rural America,
enabling health-care facilities in these medicalty underserved areas to offer obstetrical,
surgical, pain management, trauma stabilization, and other services. Without CRNAs,
facilities in rural areas and medically underserved communities would not be able to
maintain these services, forcing many rural Americans to travel tong distances for care.

These regutations also underscore andvalidate what we already know: Because of their
training and experiefice, numerous medical studies show there is no statistical difference
in patient outcomes when a nurse anesthetist provides treatment. In fact, these studies by
nationally recognized health-care policy and research organizations prove that CRNAs
provide high-quality care, even for rare and difficult procedures. As-health-care demands
continue to grow, increasing the number of CRNAs will be key to containing costs while
maintaining quality care. Managed care plans recognize CRNAs for providing high-guality




anesthesia care with reduced expense to patients-and insurance companies. The Federal
Trade Commission has even cautioned states against policies that restrict advanced-
practice nurses’ wark. Pennsylvania is making the right move with this rulemaking.

CRNAs pride themselves on rigorous education and training standards. These regulations:
recognize the commiiment each individual puts into.their profession to provide the highest
level of care. When you combine the clinical critical care registered nurses experience
requiredto enter CRNA training, the clinical experience obtained inan undergraduate
nursing curriculum, and the clinical-anesthesia training in.a nurse anesthetist program, the
average nurse anesthetist completes 9, 000 cliriical hours. CRNAs must have a bachelor’s
degree, be aregistered'nurse, and have at least one year of acute care nursing. experience
prior to entering nurse anesthesia educational programs—in other words, they learn to
assess and freat a broad range of health problems before even beginning anesthesia
training. To keep up with evolving care standards, continuing education is important. Not
only are CRNAs required to'be nationatly certified, but they also must be recertified every
fouryears; which these regulations maintain.

‘We truly appreciate all the time and-effort the State Board of Nursing and stakeholders put
into developing this proposed _'rulerhakihg. These regulations will enhance the profession of
nurse anesthesia, ensure Pen‘nsylvania‘nsrco_ntinue'_to receive the highest level of care:
when and where they need it most, and-establish clearguidance forproviders. Once again,
©n behalf of PANA and the thousands of CRNAsand SRNAs that we represent, we fully
support the rutemaking [16A-5145 (CRNA)] as proposed. Thankyou.
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